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Primo de Rivera, the presiding officer of the government,
who wished to attend the inauguration of a work in which
he had placed great hope.
General Franco made his first speech as Director of the
Academy:
"Gentlemen cadets, to-day soldiers of our army, and army
officers of the future, we welcome you to this academy, in
which you will begin your military career, and where you
will receive the teachings of this brilliant group of officers of
our army, which, united in a common bond of love for Spain
and fidelity to the King, anxiously awaited the moment when
it would receive you and stamp upon your character the
elevated spirit of the Spanish soldier. In them you will find
a constant guide, and an edifying example, for it is not in
vain that they treasure the purest and most spotless virtues.
To the experience of those who, aged in the profession of arms,
have dedicated their lives to work and study, will be united
that of those others whom the fortune of war has enabled to
vindicate their skill and enthusiasm, and who to-day cover
their breasts with the most esteemed military decorations.
"And destiny willed that on this day of your admission as
cadets, a day so happy to us, we should be honoured by
having the inauguration of the course presided over by the
presiding officer of the government, General Primo de
Rivera, the Minister of War, the Director-General of In-
struction, the civil and military authorities of this city, and
a brilliant array of the veteran officials of the garrison, those
who to-morrow, continuing our work, will be your teachers,
and at whose side you will learn to build up your char-
acters. And then you will transfuse into the old standing
regiments the new sap of the fieriness and enthusiasm of
your youth and the sane optimism of your lofty hopes,
" It is not a new centre of learning which opens its doors to
you to-day, for it has a most ancient lineage in the annals of